
STEFAN BANZ — L’AVENIR DU MYSTÈRE
Customer Service Center, Roche Diagnostics AG, Rotkreuz, Switzerland, 2007–2008

6-part mural: Ground floor: 320 x 1320 cm; first to fifth floor: each 272 x 1320 cm
Oil on canvas, mounted directly on the walls

Dark elements in various formations “float” in a deep space of color toward a nucleus, creating an abstract composition that gradually 
becomes more and more representational the more we look at it. An abstract, monochrome color space and a motif from the natural world 
together form the basis of an open, “breathing” painting that spreads in six variations through all six floors of the building.

The paintings are at once abstract and representational, open and structured, free and ordered—harmonious compositions each with a cell 
as a quiescent center and an open space where the individual elements can fly freely—for they are birds—and at the same time swarm in 
formation toward a nucleus, as metaphors of freedom, determination, supervision, exploration, nature, ecology, globalization, freedom of 
thought and action...

For all that, the dominant ambiance is one of tranquility, pervaded by extreme reserve and introverted emotion. We can sense the power of 
the color, the depth of the space, and have no qualms with such art-related questions as: who’s afraid of red and black, orange and anthracite, 
clarification and reduction, concentration and volatilization, interpretation and revelation, light and dark, easiness and friendship?

Spread over six floors—gradually melding from red into pastel yellow—this six-part mural also suggests openness and interconnectedness, 
depth and fullness, limitation and infinity. It is integrative and self-aware, decorative and provocative, intensive in color and yet tranquilizing. 
It is at once a symbol, metaphor, reflection, abstraction, reification and interpretation of what happens every day in the Customer Service 
Center, and yet at the same time it keeps itself to itself.

Stefan Banz, Cully, February 2008

PHOTOS:
1 – 6: L’avenir du mystère, from ground floor to fifth floor
7 Roche Customer Service Center at night: The colors of the paintings shine through the windows.
8 Roche Customer Service Center with a view of the painting on the ground floor.


